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The Mallard 
LǎǎǳŜ ооу                Christmas Edition           December 2019 

 

Community Lunches Get off to a Very Tasty Start 

O n the 5
th November, forty people came to our first Community Lunch at the 

village hall. Very tasty it was too! After the meal, Edna Sillis confirmed  
this when she said, ñIt was lovely to get out, meet up with friends and we all 
thought the meal was delicious.ò 
Brilliantly organised by Village Hall Trustees, Sandy Francis 
and Max Pratt with help from Jill Whitmore and ably assisted, 
on the day, by Brian and Baz, this will be first of many.    

 

A great use of the 
refurbished hall.  
Well done! 

The next 
lunch  

will be on  

January 14th
, 

12:30 for 1pm  

start. 

See page 8  
for the details 
and pictures 
of the óTeamô   

SOMETHING NOT 
TO MISS IN  
JANUARY 

Best wishes for Christmas to our readers.  
Thereôs lots happening in December for you all to 
enjoy with the Christmas Tree Lights ceremony, 

Christmas Bazaars, raffles and more. 
Read all about it inside.  

Three inserts are also included from - 
the Dabbling Duck, the Church and the School.  

Be sure not to miss them! 

Happy Christmas to you all! 

Arthur  Allen 
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Mallard News 

¶ Christmas 2019 
¶ Community Lunch 
¶ Many thanks 
¶ Church appeal 
¶ Wednesday Teas  
¶ Norfolk Creative Arts 
¶ óHistryô Bits 
¶ Village Hall Events 
¶ West Norfolk Folk 
¶ Craft & Chat 
¶ Keep Fit 
¶ Coronation Club 
¶ Christmas Draw 
¶ Mobile Library 
¶ Childcare Request 
¶ Gert & Daisy 
¶ Next Lunch Details 
¶ Christmas Lights 
¶ Historical Society 
¶ School Fayre 
¶ School 100 Club 
¶ Ducklings  
¶ Neighbourhood Plan 
¶ Revôd Judith 
¶ Church News 
¶ Church Services 
¶ Village Stores News 
¶ Samaritanôs Child 
¶ Missing Cat 
¶ Dates for your Diary 

This parish magazine is 
published every month for the 
residents of Great and Little 
Massingham with the support of 
the Great Massingham Parish 
Council, the Parochial Church 
Council and Massingham 
Village Hall Trustees. 

www.greatmassingham.net 
e-mail: 
mallard.editor@btinternet.com 
 

Editorial Committee  
 

Editor: Bev. Randall.  
6 Abbeyfields 
Great Massingham  
01485 520 899 
 

Treasurer: David Baines 
01485 520 966 
 

Website : Contact the 
Editor - Details above. 

Deadline for the 
next issue 
18th  

December 
In this issue 

Norfolk Creative Arts, Grimston, Christmas Pop up Shop 

4th - 16th December (closed 10th) 10am to 4pm each day.  
Showcasing 19 local artists and makers with daily  

demonstrations/ talks & a special  
óMeet the Maker Eveningô,  5th December, 6.30pm to 9pm.  

For that evening you get a special 10% discount off individual 
purchases over Ã30. Mulled wine & mince pies. All Welcome.  
Please visit the website www.norfolkcreativearts.co.uk for 

more details or contact Hans on 01485 240 420  

Many Thanksé.. 
I would like to say a big thank you to Keith, Pat 
and family for the lovely surprise party they 
gave me for my 90th birthday.  
And, thank you everyone for the lovely flowers, 
presents and cards and thank you to all who came.  
Also, a big thank you to Rodney, Debbie and Susie for my 
cake which we all enjoyed at BINGO.  
And another big thank you to Glenda and Geordie for my tea 
party and the lovely afternoon. Thank you all, Edna Sillis.  

Congratulations Edna from us all! 

Wednesday Afternoon Teas at St Maryôs are relocating for 
the cold winter months. Mary and Judith have kindly volun-
teered to hold tea, on Wednesdays, in the cosy sitting room at 
3 Abbeyfields, during the winter, from 2pm. 
Thank you to our volunteers who host the afternoons, our cake 
makers and all who help with the washing up!      Margaret B. 

Church Appeal - A Very Serious Situation in Church 
An inspection of our electrics as required in our Quinquennial 
inspection revealed serious faults and a very real fire risk. The 
wiring in church was of the type with cotton covering rubber. 
This is all in metal ducting and in several places the wiring was 
shorting. Faced with the choice of closing the church until we 
had enough funds we have used all of our fabric funds to have 
the worst parts repaired. So far, it has cost almost eight thou-
sand pounds to renew our circuits and new heating to replace 
dangerous parts. We still need three thousand five hundred 
pounds.  
We have Ã40,000  which has been raised for our kitchen and 
toilet, which is restricted funds for that project.  
I am very grateful to the donations already received but we are 
desperate for some extra funds either donated or loaned. 
The Church is the oldest and most significant building in the 
village. The church is open every day and I would be willing to 
explain what we have done and what is left to complete.  

Stephen Hudson, Churchwarden 

http://www.norfolkcreativearts.co.uk
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óHistry Bitsô....                          The Best Fun Ever 
I was reminiscing with my brother Paul and my cousin John in the Duck, recently, and 
they both agreed with me that weôd had an incredible childhood. Once school was out 
the three of us had total freedom to patrol more than six hundred mud-splashed rain-
soaked, sun-drenched acres, and as long as we didnôt do any serious damage nobody 
asked any questions about what we got up to.  
It was beyond brilliant - but it wasnôt the best. Because nothing - absolutely nothing - 
could match the day in early December when the Mr. Palmerôs threshing tackle lum-
bered to a halt outside the farm gates. Sadly, we three boys were too young to remember 
the huge traction engines with their spinning flywheels and hissing steam. By the time 
we came on the scene they had all been scrapped or sent to museums to be replaced by 
the Field Marshall, a squat, green and distinctly unglamorous diesel tractor known as a 
Pop-Pop, after the loud farting noises it 
made. Coupled behind it was a wooden grain 
elevator and the threshing drum, a rectangu-
lar box-like structure, festooned with chutes 
and hoppers. Speeding along on our bikes, 
we followed the rumbling procession to the 
corner of the field where the barley stack 
was due to be threshed and, gripping our 
rabbiting sticks, we waited impatiently as the 
machinery was set up. After what seemed an 
eternity, the Pop-Pop let out a particularly 
loud fart and its drive wheel spun into motion, powering the elevator which hoisted the 
sheaves of barley up to the men on the drum, where their bindings were cut and they 
were fed into the machine.  
As the day wore on, the barley stack shrank until it was a fraction of its original size. 
After what seemed an eternity, the Pop-Pop driver raised his arm and the machinery 
ground to a halt. Only a few feet of un-threshed barley remained where the original stack 
had stood. With the unfamiliar silence ringing in our ears, we watched as two of the farm 
hands unwound a large bundle of chicken wire and used it to encircle the stack. While 
they were doing it, a dozen or so people arrived from the village to join us. Several of 
them had dogs - Jack Russells or similar small terriers - straining at their leashes. Grip-
ping our rabbiting sticks and with our hearts pounding, we joined them as they spread 
out around the perimeter of the wire fence. When everybody was in position, the men on 
the stack gave a loud shout and plunged their pitchforks into the straw at their feet, 
throwing it high into the air. 
It was the signal for utter pandemonium to break loose. Rats, more rats than we boys had 
ever seen before, exploded from the stack and, desperate to escape, hurled themselves at 
the wire fence. Unable to break through, they swung back. But the men with their pitch-
forks were waiting for them, forcing them into a corner. Now it was the dogsô turn. Un-
leashed by their owners, and seemingly unconcerned with their own safety, they flung 
themselves at the seething mass of rodents, crippling them with a single bite to the neck, 
before throwing their writhing, twitching corpses aside and racing for more victims. 
Some of the rats fought back, sinking their teeth the dogsô muzzles, but there was no 
escape and they were flung free. In less than fifteen minutes the battle was over. 
And what about us boys? Iôd like to boast that we killed dozens of rats with our trusty 
sticks. But the truth is, we didnôt. As the demented animals  raced towards us, we lost 
our nerve and scrambled back over the wire fence,  just in time. But it was good country 
fun - the very best!                                                                                           David Miller 

A Field  
Marshall  
Tractor  
nick-named 
Pop - Pop 
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Mallard News                Village Hall 

Community Car Scheme 

DRIVERS URGENTLY  
NEEDED 
Apply on line  

at massinghamcommunitycars.co.uk or 

Phone: 01485 520 823 

Shop window 

 Y   O    G   A  
EAST RUDHAM    HARPLEY 

MONDAY  
9.30-10.30AM HARPLEY     BEGINNERS/ IMPROVERS 

 WEDNESDAY 
6 - 7 PM EAST RUDHAM         VINYASA FLOW 

7.30  - 8.30PM HARPLEY     BEGINNERS/IMPROVERS  

Mobile: 07909 586 993     
EMAIL: emilie@santoshayoganorfolk.com  

www.santoshayoganorfolk.com  

Locally Grown  
Christmas Trees  
For Sale 

Open every weekend throughout December,  
Little Massingham, Weasenham Road. 
Please follow the óxmas treesô signs. 

Or, you can contact me, Tony Inwood, on  

07887 780 056  

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS 

 17th December & 14th January 2020 

VILLAGE HALL REGULAR EVENTS 
Keep Fit   Wed. 1.30 to 2.30pm 

Bingo   Fridays at 7.30pm 
Auction  Sundays 
Coronation Club (4th Wed.) 2pm - 4pm 
Baby &Toddler Thurs. 10am - 11.30am 
W/Norfolk Radio Sundays 7pm -10pm 
Craft & Chat  (1st & 3rd Mon)  2 - 4.30pm 
Trefoil Guild  2nd Thursday, each month 

Film Night  3rd Thursday, each month 

Quiz Nights  4th Thursday, each month 
Bowls - Short Mat Wednesdays 7pm - 9.30 

Historical Society 2nd Monday 7.30pm 
Youth Club  Tuesdays 6.45- 9.15pm 
Yoga With a Chair Call 07786 030 984 

Craft and Chat  
Village Hall Bar, 2pm - 4.30pm 
Ã1.50 includes refreshments.  

Mondays 9
th 
& 16

th
 December and    

January 6th & 20th 2020. 

Keep Fit is Back ! 
Join Kevin Cross and the  

óKeep Fittersô on Wednesdays 
from 1.30 to 2.30pm, at the Village Hall  

A good way of keeping in shape. 
Why not give it a try and join them?  

West Norfolk Radioôs Live Show 
Village Hall Bar 7-10pm, FREE entry. 
  www.westnorfolkradio.co.uk 

22 Dec  Amy Studt, Jeremy Harmer & Josh.  
Grand Christmas Draw, Christmas Eve.  

50 pence a square.  
Available at the bar now! 

Coronation Club Thanks 
The Coronation Club would like to thank 
everyone who has helped us, once again, 
to have a very successful year. 
We have had some fun meetings and a 
couple of meals out plus a Christmas party 
and lunch. 
Special thanks to the Village Hall for let-
ting us have the meetings in the bar and to 
Vic for all his help throughout the year. 
Weôre looking forward to doing it all again 
next year starting on the last Wednesday 
in February.                        Jill and Liz 

http://www.westnorfolkradio.co.uk
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Shop window 

 Phone: 01485 520637 
Mobile: 07780 776576 

Approved coal and 
solid fuel merchant 

For Quality Fuels at the 
Best Prices 

HOME   IMPROVEMENT   SERVICES 

H. I. 

¶ General Building Work 
¶ Barn Conversions 
¶ Extensions 
¶ Conservatories 
¶ Hard Landscaping 
¶ Kitchens/Bathrooms 
¶ Floor & Wall Tiling 
¶ Decking 

S. 

Tim Margereson 
3 Weasenham Rd 

Gt.Massingham PE32 2EY 

Call 07786 618787 or  
01485 520745 White Cottage, School Road, Necton (opp Rectory

TV, Video, DVD & Satellite Sales, Set-up & Repairs 

¶ Free Estimates 

¶ All Makes & Models 
¶ Qualified Engineer 

¶ 30 Years Experience 

¶ Work Guaranteed 
¶ Discount for OAPôs 

¶ Sales, Repairs, Installations & Tuning Services 

 

Bed & Breakfast 

Oyster  
   House 

Mrs. Veronica Prentice 
Phone O1485 528327 
www.oysterhouse.co.uk 

Lynn Road 

West Rudham 

Norfolk 

PE31 8RW 

All building work undertaken 
Quality assured. Renovation & newbuild 

15, Cross Street, Harpley, Kingôs Lynn PE31 6TJ 

sandrreeve@gmail.com 

 

¶ Guitar Tuition - Acoustic, Electric & Bass 
¶ Drum Tuition 
¶ Music Workshops 

¶ Vocal Coaching 
¶ Ukulele 
¶ Mandolin 

Tel: 01553 630747 - 07720 888978 - Ashwicken, Kingôs Lynn 
Email: stone.pony@btinternet.com 

D S PLUMBING 
est 1990 

Call 01485 542576    
Or 07818 602258 

Boiler Servicing, New Heating Systems, 
Bathrooms, Breakdowns, Repairs,  
Upgrades, All Plumbing Covered.  

�D���^�^�/�E�'�,���D���^�d�K�Z���^��& �W�K�^�d���K�&�&�/���� 
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�t�� �[�Z�����K�W���E 
aƻƴŘŀȅ - {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ  �ó���u��-���ó�‰�u 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ  �õ���u��-���ð�‰�u 

�t�� �[�s�����'�K�d 
5Ŝƭƛ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ .Ǌŀȅǎ /ƻǘǘŀƎŜ ǇƻǊƪ ǇƛŜǎ ϧ ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜ Ǌƻƭƭǎ 
/ƘƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛƴŜ ϧ ōŜŜǊ Ŀ [ƻǧŜǊȅ Ŀ bŜǿǎǇŀǇŜǊǎ 
CǊŜǎƘ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘŜǎ ϧ Ǌƻƭƭǎ Ŀ  CǊŜǎƘ ŎƻũŜŜ ϧ ǘŜŀ 

���K�E�d�����d���h�^���K�E 
ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ƛƴŦƻϪƳŀǎǎƛƴƎƘŀƳǎǘƻǊŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

ǇƘƻƴŜΥ лмпур рнлнтн 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ ǿǿǿΦƳŀǎǎƛƴƎƘŀƳǎǘƻǊŜǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
ƳŀǎǎƛƴƎƘŀƳ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŶŎŜ 
ϪƳŀǎǎƛƴƎƘŀƳǎǘƻǊŜǎǇƻǎǘƻŶŎŜ 

 


